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1. PART II - STRENGTH OP LOCAL COMMUNIST PARTY. PEOPLES ALLIANCE, 
ICELAND'S THIRD LARGEST PARTY, IS POLITICAL VEHICLE OP MOST 

OP COUNTRY'S ESTIMATED 2000-2500 COMMUNISTS. PA REGULARLY POLLS 
15-20 PERCENT OF NATIONAL VOTE, A PIGURE REPRESENTING MANY TIMES 
ACTUAL COMMUNIST NUMERICAL STRENGTH. PARTY IS, NONETHELESS, 
DEPINITELY COMMUNIST-CONTROLED. IT IS STAUNCHLY ANTI-US AND 
ANTI-NATO, AND LEANS SLIGHTLY TOWARD MOSCOW, ALTHOUGH IT CAN BE 
CRITICAL OP SOVIETS AS WELL AS OTHER COMMUNIST STATES. AFTER 
THREE YEARS IN CABINET, PA IS NOW IN OPPOSITION POLLOWING 1974 
ELECTION, EVEN THOUGH PARTY ITSELP DID SOMEWHAT BETTER THAN IN 
1971. THIS WEEK, PA IS HOLDING NATIONAL CONVENTION, BILLED AS 
LARGEST IN PARTY'S HISTORY WITH SOME 300 DELEGATES EXPECTED. 
MEETING IS ALSO MARKED BY WIDESPREAD REPORTS OP BITTER STRUGGLE 
POR PA LEADERSHIP WHICH, FOR PAST SIX YEARS, HAS BEEN NOMINALLY 
HELD BY COMPROMISE CHOICE OP TWO REAL POWERS IN PARTY, PORMER 
CABINET MINISTERS LUDVIG JOSEPSSON AND MAGNUS KJARTANSSON. 

2. PART IV 
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CHANGE EFFORTS CONTINUES (AS IN PAST YEARS) TO BE VISITS AND 
TOURS TO USSR BY ICELANDERS, USUALLY IN THEIR PROFESSIONAL CAPACITY. 
PARTICULAR ATTENTION APPEARS PAID TO LABOR UNION OFFICIALS 
AND STUDENTS, BUT INVITATIONS OCCASIONALLY GO ALSO TO WRITERS, 
THEATRICAL PEOPLE, COMPOSERS AND CRITICS. SUCH VISITORS ARE 
USUALLY PROGRAMMED TO COUNTERPARTS IN THEIR FIELDS OF SPECIALI- 
ZATION. WHILE THE USSR IS MOST ACTIVE IN EXCHANGES WITH ICELAND, 

A SEEMINGLY SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM HAS BEEN A "WORKERS' RETREAT" 

ON THE BALTIC SEA IN EAST GERMANY WHICH HAS BEEN ATTENDED AGAIN 
THIS YEAR BY A NUMBER OF ICELANDIC SHOP FOREMEN AND LOCAL LABOR 
LEADERS. 

IN OPPOSITE DIRECTION, THERE IS AGAIN THIS YEAR SOVIET TEACHER OF 
RUSSIAN AT UNIVERSITY OF ICELAND AND TWO "STUDENTS" ARE AT 
UNIVERSITY WHO ARE IN FACT SOVIET TRAINEE DIPLOMATS. EASTERN 
PERFORMING ARTISTS APPEAR FROM TIME TO TIME INCLUDING FIVE CZECHS 
WHO HAVE APPEARED WITH SYMPHONY OR OTHER LOCAL MUSICAL GROUPS. 
GROUP OF SEVEN SOVIET CULTURAL FIGURES VISITED IN CONNECTION WITH 
SOVIET EMBASSY'S COMMEMORATION OF 1917 REVOLUTION. WHILE SEVERAL 
OF PERFORMERS HAVE BEEN OF HIGH QUALITY, IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT 
THEY HAVE HAD SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL IMPACT. 

LOCAL GROUPS SUCH AS FRIENDSHIP SOCIETIES HAVE APPEARED LARGELY 
MORIBUND, ALTHOUGH PREVIOUSLY-UNKNOWN ICELANDIC-ALBANIAN SOCIETY 
PROMINENTLY ADVERTISED MEETING IN NOVEMBER. THE OFFICES OF THE 
ICELANDIC-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY CLOSED DOWN EARLY IN THE 
YEAR AND HAVE NOT REOPENED. SPECIAL BOOK EXHIBITS APPEARED IN 
NOVEMBER FROM EE COUNTRIES UNDER LOCAL AUSPICES BUT SPONSORED 
BY SOVIET AND EE MISSIONS. DIRECT CULTURAL ACTIVITIES OF THOSE 
MISSIONS CONTINUE LIMITED AND PROBABLY LARGELY INEFFECTIVE. 

WHILE COMPARISON WITH U.S. PROGRAM IS DIFFICULT, IT APPEARS 
EE COUNTRIES HAVE SOME SUCCESS IN FIELDS WHICH ARE SIGNIFICANT 
FOR U.S. IN ICELAND, PARTICULARLY IN LABOR AND YOUTH AFFAIRS. 

IDEALISTIC RADICALISM OF ICELANDIC YOUTH PREDISPOSES THEM TO 
ANTI-US ATTITUDES IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND MOST INFLUENTIAL 
POLITICAL PARTY IN ICELAND IN LABOR UNIONS IS COMMUNIST-INFLUENCED 
PEOPLES ALLIANCE. ADDITIONAL RESOURCES TO ALLOW MISSION TO 
DEVOTE MORE EFFORT TO THOSE FIELDS WITHOUT SACRIFICING OTHER 
PRIORITY OBJECTIVES WOULD BE HELPFUL. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 REYKJA 01569 22I847Z 
IRVING 



CONFIDENTIAL 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

NNN 



Declassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CERP 0002 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 NOV 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: KelleyWO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974REYKJA01569 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740339-0817 
From: REYKJAVIK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19741 120/aaaaaqij.tel 

Line Count: 108 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: CERP 0002 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: KelleyWO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 MAY 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <24 MAR 2003 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ICELAND'S RELATIONS WITH COMMUNIST COUNTRIES 
TAGS: ECRP, 1C 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




